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Home Prices Finally on the Rise

Existing-home sales increased in February, reversing losses in
January. Even so, sales activity remains relatively soft, reflecting
additional layoffs and buyers waiting for housing provisions in the
economic stimulus package to take effect, according to the National
Association of Realtors®.

Existing-home sales — including single-family, townhomes,
condominiums and co-ops — rose 5.1 percent to a seasonally adjusted
annual ratel of 4.72 million units in February from a pace of 4.49
million units in January, but are 4.6 percent below the 4.95 million-unit
level in February 2008.

The national median existing-home price2 for all housing types was
$165,400 in February, down 15.5 percent from a year ago when the
median was $195,800 and conditions were close to normal; the
median is where half of the homes sold for more and half sold for less.
In the South, existing-home sales rose 6.1 percent to an annual pace
of 1.74 million in February but are 11.2 percent below February 2008.
The median price in the South was $146,700, down 10.0 percent from

a year ago.

Putting Your House Up For
Sale? Get These Essential Tips

If you want to get the best price
for your house, it's essential to
prepare it for sale. Homes that
have been "staged" go for a lot
more money...and sell much
more quickly too.

To give yourself a head start, get
my free guide, "50 Essential Tips
to Prepare Your Home for a
Speedy, Top-Price Sale."

I'll send it right out to you.

Just call me at 843-368-1510 and

Third -party appraisal
managers coming to a
town near you

Home appraisers played one of the
less well-known roles in pumping up
home values and contributing to the
current financial crisis. Retained by
lenders or brokers, they frequently
colluded — explicitly or tacitly — in
overestimating the worth of houses
to justify large mortgages and the
lucrative fees each member of the
real-estate food chain received at
closing.

Faced with investigations and
lawsuits, the home-finance industry
has agreed to a government-
approved code of conduct for
appraisals, which takes effect May 1.
The new rules promote the use of
middlemen between the nation's
60,000 freelance appraisers and the
lenders and brokers. The middlemen,
known as appraisal management
companies, or AMCs, are supposed
to prevent lenders and brokers from
pressuring appraisers to exaggerate
assessments. But among those
joining the swelling ranks of this
formerly niche business are some of
the same subprime players that
helped inflate the real-estate bubble
in the first place. For more go to
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Going Green —
The Time is Now

The National Association of Realtors®
has received an Award of Excellence
for its Green Designation, a program
designed to equip Realtors® with
advanced knowledge on green building
practices and green property features.

The recognition was granted through
the Associations Advance America
program from the American Society of
Association Executives and The Center
for Association Leadership. The Green
Designation is now eligible to be
considered for a Summit Award — the
top recognition for association
programs from ASAE and CAL. NAR
is one of only 21 organizations
nationally to receive the AAA award 1
20009.

“As green building issues become more
important to buyers, sellers and

businesses, more and more Realtors®
are adding value to the real estate
transaction by developing green
business practices. The Green
Designation is an excellent example of
innovation in this area.”

NAR'’s Green Resource Council conf
the Green Designation, which was
launched in November 2008 at the
REALTORS® Annual Conference and
Expo. The Green Designation program
includes 18 hours of coursework, and
Realtors® who have earned the
designation are prepared to help
consumers and clients in their searct
environmentally friendly properties and
work to incorporate green principles
into their own practice

| have included this because | am the
only Realtor in this area to receive this
Designation.

Housing Went Poof!!!

Want to read something about
housing that isn’t one of those
yellow books for dummies. If you
are really interested you must
read Lawrence Robert’s “The
Great Housing Bubble.” Nothing
bright and cheery —only an
unemotional, macroeconomic
overview that really hits home.

Thanks for All
Your Referrals!

| succeed when people like you

refer me to their friends, neighbors
and loved ones. It's the best kind of
feedback | can receive.

So thanks for continuing to pass th
newsletter around to people you
care about.

"

Wondering How Much

Your Home Is Worth?

Has your home gone up in value? How
much are other homes in your
neighborhood selling for?

If you're wondering what's happening
prices in your area, or you're thinking
about selling your house, I'll be able to
help.

Just give my office a call for a no-fuss,
professional evaluation.

| won't try to push you into listing with
me or waste your time.

I'll just give you the honest facts about
your home and its valt

And maybe I'll also give you the "insi
scoop” on what's happening in the
housing market near where you live!

Just give me a call at 843-368-1510 to
arrange an appointment.

Alternatively, stop by at the office. The
address is on the back page of this
newsletter.

Worth Quoting

Here’s what some people said
about courage:

"Success is not final, failure is not
fatal: it is the courage to continue
that counts."

Winston Churchill

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."

Anais Nin

"It is curious that physical courage
should be so common in the world,
and moral courage so rare."

Mark Twain

"Being deeply loved by someone
gives you strength; loving someone
deeply gives you courage.”

Lao-Tzu

"Courage is not the absence of fear,
but rather the judgment that
something else is more important
than fear."

Ambrose Redmoon

"Courage is like love; it must have
hope to nourish it."

Napoleon Bonaparte

"Courtesy is as much a mark of a
gentleman as courage."

Theodore Roosevelt

"Do not forget that if knowledge is
the heritage of mankind, it is only
the courageous who inherit it."

Jose Rizal

"Courage! | have shown it for years;
think you | shall lose it at the
moment when my sufferings are to
end?"

Marie Antoinette

"All of our dreams can come true, if
we have the courage to pursue
them."

Walt Disney



$1,500 Home Tax Credit s for Energy Efficiency

You can claim a home tax credit
for energy efficiency
improvements made in 2009 (but
not for improvements made in
2008) if you installed new
insulation, energy-efficient
windows or an energy-efficient
furnace, boiler or air conditioner.

certain specifications. Do $5,000
worth of qualifying work, and you
not only get a $1,500 rebate, but
also savings on energy bills for
years to come. (Get more ideas
for money-saving home energy
efficiency improvements with
The Daily Green's 19 Tips to
Winterize Your Home feature.)

A tax credit of up to $500 that
expired in 2007 has been
renewed for 2009 by the bailout
bill, and expanded to $1,500 by
the economic stimulus bill. It
covers up to 30% (expanded
from 10% by the economic
stimulus bill) of the cost of a
range of projects that meet

The economic stimulus bill also
stripped out most caps on
individual home improvements,
which had applied to windows,
heating equipment and other
energy efficiency improvements.

Note that the tax credit applies

only to equipment, not labor.

Find more information about
these home energy efficiency
tax credits at the Alliance to
Save Energy or Energy Star or
Department of Energy
Websites. Note that much of
this information reflects the tax
incentives in place in 2006 and
2007; for the most part, the
2009 tax credits are identical,
but check updated criteria for
which products qualify, for
instance.

Home Buyer’'s Tax Credit

For most of the people who read this newsletter this does not apply.
However you may have children and perhaps even grandchildren trying to
decide if now truly is the time to buy. The answer is a resounding yes.

The homebuyer tax credit is one of 10 key provisions of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act signed by President Obama into law on
17, 2009.

The bill provides for an $8,000 tax credit that would be available to first-
time home buyers for the purchase of a principal residence on or after
January 1, 2009 and before December 1, 2009. The credit does not requi
repayment. Most of the mechanics of the credit will be the same as under
the 2008 rules: the credit will be claimed on a tax return to reduce the
purchaser's income tax liability. If any credit amount remains unused, the
the unused amount will be refunded as a check to the purchaser.

Birthdays to Remember This Month

April 3, Alec Baldwin — Born in
Massapequa, NY. Remember he we
Beetlejuice and Glengarry Glen Ross,
but perhaps most famous on the big
screen as Jack Ryan in The Hunt for
Red October. Today he is famous for
30 Rock.

Supper Remember also his iconic
work Vitruvian Man which has been
reproduced on t-shirts to the Euro.

April 25, William Shakespeare —
Often regarded as the greatest writer
in the English language. He is often
called England’s national poet and
the “Bard of Avon”. My personal
favorite is King Lear closely followe
by Romeo and Juliet.

April 15, Leonardo da Vinci — Born in
Vinci, Florence, in present day Italy.
Certainly he is renowned primarily as a
painter forMona LisaandThe Last
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Fascinating Facts -
James Bond

The KGB spy fronirhe
Spy Who Loved M&as
Barbara Bach, Ringo
Starr’ wife

Ursula Andress’ bikini
was auctioned by
Christies for £41,125

movie wad.ive and Let
Die with Jane Seymour
Pierce Bronson’s first
Bond movie -GoldenEye
Duran Duran sang the
song “A View to Kill”
which reached #1.
The title for Die Another
Day is taken from an A.
E. Houseman poem
The first Bond villain,
Dr. No was played by
Joseph Wiseman

The Bond girl ofFrom
Russia With Loveras
Daniella Biachi, Miss
Italy of 196(

Roger Moore’s first Bond
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Ingredients:

> Yacup canola oil > 3tablespoons honey

x 1 Jalapeno, seeded, chopped X Handful fresh cilantro

X Medium red onion, % X % medium head red
chopped, rest thinly sliced cabbage, shredded

x 1 garlic clove, minced X 4 mahi mahi filets, 60z

x 1(150z) can black beans each

X 1 teaspoon ground cumin x 1 tablespoon grill seasonin

x Salt and pepper x 8 corn tortilla taco shells

X % cup mango chutney x 8 flour tortillas

X 2 Limes X 1 cup créme fraiche

X 2 tablespoons hot sauce

J

Heat a tablespoon of the ail in a skillet over medium heat, add the jalapeno,
finely chopped red onion and garlic. Cook 3 to 4 minutes, then add the bea

fold in the chutney. Reduce the heat to low to keep warm, stirring now and

aside. Combine the juice of both limes, the hot sauce, honey, 2 tablespoon

Cook the fish on the grill, lid closed for a total of eight minutes, turning once
tortillas onto the crisp taco shells with a few spoonfuls of mashed black bea

with cabbage slaw and créme fraiche. Enjoy!!

and cumin — mash together. Season the beans with salt and pepper to tasts
If beans dry out before use add a splash of water. Zest one of the limes and se
the canola oil, salt, pepper with the sliced onions, cilantro and shredded cah
Toss to combine. Heat an outdoor grill to medium or preheat the broiler. Sg
the fish with the remaining oil, 2 teaspoons of lime zest and the grill seasoni

Crisp the taco shells and blister the tortillas on the grill. Glue the softened fl

Fill each tortilla-wrapped taco shell with half a piece of fish, flanked, and top
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This newsletter and any information contained herein is intended for informational purposes only

should not be construed as legal advice. The publisher takes great efforts to ensure the accuracy of
information contained in this newsletter. However, we will not be responsible for errors or omissions o
any damages, howsoever caused, that result from its use. Seek competent legal counsel for advice ol

legal matter. This newsletter is not intended to solicit properties currently for sale.
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Features for a Digital Camera.

1. Compact or digital SLR? Compacts have
a self-contained lens and can slip into a
pocket or purse. They offer point and shoot
simplicity for $300 or less. With bigger
digital single-lens reflex cameras, you can
use your choice of lenses. They're for
serious shooters.

2. How many megapixels? A camera with
an image sensor of 3 megapixels or more is
plenty for photos destined for the Web or
brochures.

3. Does it have a wide-angle lens? This
should be a key consideration. For real
estate, a wide-angle lens—28mm or less—is
what you need to capture a whole room or
the exterior of a home in a single image.
Look for a lens that minimizes distortion.

4. What's the zoom? The more powerful the
better. Optical zoom is what the camera can
actually see and capture; digital zoom is a
software function and isn't quite as sharp.

d For compact cameras, look for 4X or better.

. For DSLRs, you can find lenses that give
you both wide angles and closeups as you
zoom in and out.

5. Do | need extra flash? If you plan on
‘shooting a lot of interiors, you'll want more
than the built-in flash. Look for a camera
with a hot shoe, which connects and
synchronizes an auxiliary flash unit with the
camera.

6. How big is the screen? Using a compact
camera, you'll rely on the LCD screen to
frame some shots, review pictures, and
perform basic image editing. Consider both
the size—ideally 2.5 inches or larger—and
the brightness of the screen.

7. Can | shoot video? Look for the ability to
record video at 30 frames per second. Optics
N HPe also important; some lenses' zoom
doesn't work when you use movie mode.
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Thanks for reading! If you'd like to tell me what you think about this newsletter, or

if you're thinking of buying or selling real estate, please get in touch.

green

NAR's sustainable property designation



